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From the National Gazette. 
DOMESTIC ATTACIIMENT. 


Reference being made by the Commissioners ap- 
‘pointed to revise the Civil Code of Pennsylvania, in 
- their Report, read in the Senate on the 28th of March, 

1835, to the case of Thurneyssen et al. vs. Vouthier 
fils, it is thought proper to publish the Opinion deliver- 
ed by the District Court in that case. This seems to be 
the more necessary, because, if there be legislation up- 
on the subject, to supply an apprehended defect in the 
law, a more precise knowledge of the case than is pos- 
sessed by the legislature and the profession, is desira- 
ble for the application of a full and adequate remedy, 

The first section of the Bill relating to Domestic At- 
tachments, as prepared by the Commissioners, stands 
thus: 

‘* Sect. 1. Writs of domestic attachment may be is- 
sued by the Court of Common Pleas of the County in 
which any debtor, being4# inhabitant of this Common: | 
wealth, may reside, if such debtor shali fave abscond- | 
ed or departed from the place of his usual abode within | 
the same, or shall have remained absent from this Com- 
monwealth, or shall have confined himself in his own 
house, or concealed himself elsewhere, with the design 

in either case to defraud his creditors, and without ha- | 
ving a clear real estate in fee simple, within this Com- | 
monwealth, sufficient to pay his debts. 








| 


‘* And the like proceedings may be had, if any debt- | 
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District Court. Stress, however, is laid in its Opinion 
upon the preamble to the act of #705, which distin- 
guishes between foreign and domestic creditors, re- 
specting whom the section is silent. The expression 
too, ** if any debtor, not having become an inhabitant 
of this Commonwealth,” is perhaps capable of miscon- 
struction, and might not be applied according to the in- 
tentions of its framers. 1t may be made to express the 
case it is intended to include, by the introduction of a 
few words: ‘If any debtor be actually within the 
county (why not state?) at the time of suing out the 
writ, though he may not have become an inhabitant of 
this Commonwealth,”’ &c. 

Most of the material facts of the case below, appear 
in the Judge’s Opinion. The District Court Having de- 
cided, upon full argument, against the principles as- 
serted by the Plaintiff’s counsel, another writ of Do- 
mestic attachment was issued from the Supreme Court. 
The case has not been decided by the superior tribu- 
nal, 


In the District Court for the City and County of Phila- 
delphia—December Term, 1834. 
DOMESTIC ATTACHMENT. 
Taurnerssen & Co, vs. VOUTHIER FILS, 
J.R. Ingersoll and J. R. Tyson for plaintiffs, and 
Josiah Randall and George M. Dallas, for defendant, 
The following Opinion of the Court was pronounced 


or, not having become an inhabitant of this Common- | by Coxe, Judge, onthe 7th March, 1835: 


wealth, and not having real estate, as aforesaid, shall| On the 5th November, 1834, the defendant arrived 
confine or conceal himself within the county, with in- | in this city in a steamboat from New York, with his 
tent to avoid the service of process and to defraud his | wife, and M. and Mde, Carriere, her-parents and bag- 
creditors,” 'gage. The defendant was an entire stranger. After 

The Commissioners in their Report, p. 38, thus ex- | applying at several hotels, recommended or pointed out 
press their understanding of this section of the Bill.— | by his porter, for lodgings, without success, his bag- 
** Sect, 1, declares the cases in which a domestic at- | gage and family were left at a boarding house, while 
tachment may be issued, and the Court which shall | the defendant having hired a horse and gig, proceeded 
have jurisdiction. The first branch of this section is | with a boy through the city in search of a house, and 
taken from the first section of the act of 1807. In the | to attend with M. Carriere to the landing of some 
last paragraph we have extended the process to the | goods ata wharf. Having found an empty house to 
case of a person non resident in the Commonwealth, | let in Pine street, he proceeded to the residence of Mrs. 
but who is personally present in the County, and con- | Dougherty, the owner, on the same day of his arrival, 
ceals himself or otherwise avoids the service of pro. | and applied to her, to rent him the house until Muy.— 
cess, A recent instance inthe city of Philadelphia, | He said he was from England, where he had resided for 
has proved the expediency of a provision of this kind. twelve years, that he was a Frenchman—he spoke En- 
It appears to us that the foreign attachment and domes. | glish remarkably well—he said he had no acquaintances 


tic attachment ought together to cover the whole 
ground, and leave no defect of justice. In the case we 
have mentioned, a foreign attachment could not be 
maintained, because the debtor is actually within the 
county, and in consequence of his confinement or con- 
cealment, a capias cannot be served upon him. The 
remedy seems to be to extend the writ of domestic at- 
tachment to meet such cases.” 

_ The first paragraph of the section restricts original 
jurisdiction to the Court of Common Pleas; but the 43d 
section gives an appeal to the Supreme Court. As 
Error does not lie in Attachments, and concurrent ju- 
risdiction with the Supreme Court might not always 
avail in cases of imputed mistake in the inferior tribu- 
nal, this change is adecided improvement. 

_ The last paragraph of the section, quoted above, is 
intended to be renredial of the law as expounded by the 
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here, and therefore could not give any security for thé 
‘rent, but he would pay it in advance; that his name 
was Leman, that his family consisted of his father, 
‘whom he called M. Carriere, his mother and his wife. 
Mrs. D. agreed to let him have the house for siz 
| months, at the rate of 500 dollars per annum, payable 
‘in advance. The rent has been paid, a small deduction 
‘being made on accuont of a stable, which was not 
‘eventually taken. The defendant procured the key of 
the house and proceeded to, procure mattresses and 
‘some articles of kitchen and other necessary furniture, 
‘and the next day was found by the owner in the. 
‘house. The defendant did not use his real name. 
A writ of Foreign Attachment was issued against the 
‘defendant at the suit of plaintiffs in this action, demand- 
ing-bail in the sum of 86,000 dollars, and three other 
| writs against the defendant by different names or addi- 
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tions were soon after issued, demanding in each case, 
bail in 87,000 dollars for the samedebt. On the 19th 
November, all were levied. 

The defendant made affidavit before Alderman Badg- 
er, that he was at tie time of issuing these writs of at- 





in Philadelphia, where he keeps concealed with design 
to defraud his creditors, &c. 
The cefendant applied fora rule to show cause why 
the domestic attachment should not be quashed, and 
| filed his affidavit in support of the rule, stating the 


tachment, and had been ever since, a resident of this | facts, 


city; that with his family he had occupied a heuse in 
this city for some time prior to that time, and had lived 
there since without interruption; that he had consulted 
Mr. Dallas in his office the same day—that the goods 
attached were not his property, but as he believes are 
the property of M. Carriere. 

A rule toshow cause why the foreign attachment 
should not be quashed was centered. 

A capiasad respondendum was issued by the plain- 
tiffs against the defendant, and bail was demanded 
in 87,000 dollars for the same debt, the property be- 
ing then in custody of the sheriff under the foreign at- 
tachments, and the said rule being at the time pend- 
ing. Keran Fitzgerald, a new watchman, was placed 
in charge of the goods attached by the sheriff after the 
capias had issued. 

While all the above writs were in the hands of the 
sheriff as aforesaid, an affidavit was prepared and duly 
sworn to in behaif of the same plaintiffs against the 
defendant for the purpose of grounding a domestic 
attachment for the same debt, reducing its amount 
however, to from 12,263 fr. 65c. to $26,752 33, 
and stating that the defendant ‘* has absconded from 
the place of his usual abode in this State, with de- 
sign to defraud his creditors,”? and has not Icft a clear 
real estate, &c. sufficient to pay his debts. 


The rule to show cause was made absolute, and the 
foreign attachment dissolved by the court. <A writ of 


domestic attachment, based upon the above affidavit | 


issued while the capias ad respondendum was in full 
force, the 1st of December being the return day, and 
service of the writ during any subsequent part of that 
day by the sheriff being legal. The defendant, from 


the time of his arrival in this State to the issuing of the | 


process against him,by assuming a false name and some 
other circumstances, was in disguise and cowcealment; 
after the issuing of the capias he absented himself from 
his family and the house in which he lived and took 


lodgings in another street for the purpose of avoiding 
the arrest under it. 


In support of the rule the Counsel for the defendant 
| contended— 
| 4. ‘That Vouthier had not a usual place of abode in 
| this State, had engaged in no trade, and contracted no 
debts therein,and had no resident creditors here,whom 
by absconding he could defraud, and consequently was 
not subject to this process. 

2. That the capias ad respondendum was vexatious- 
ly and oppressively issued, and avoiding arrest under it 
if he were'a resident and otherwise liable, was not an 
absconding with design to defraud his creditors, but 
was a proper measure of self-defence under the circum- 
stances rendered so by the abuse of the process of 








— 


not having been discontinued before issuing the do- 
mestic attachment, the latter proceeding is irregular. . 


It will not be necessary for the Court to consider 
more than the first position. 


1. The defendant residing and trading in Paris, ap- 
pe«rs to have sailed for the United States in the last 
Autumn, probably by way of England, with his 
wife and her parents. Having arrived at New York, 
he shortly after came with these persons to Philadel- 
phia, where he was an entire stranger, and evidently 
| in disguise and under an assumed name; he never ex- 

press: d any intention permanently to reside here, and 
was probably a fugitive from his foreign creditors.— 
| He applied for the house of Mrs. Dougherty, not for a 

year or quarter or half year, but tn the month of No- 
| vember he applied to rent it until May, which would 
| be less than six months; describing*himself as a stranger 
|unable to give security, offering to pay in advance, 

and expressing no intention to remain beyond May.— 
There was therefore in the manner of taking the house 
| a strong intimation that it was intended asa merely tem- 

porary residence, and that he had no intention of fixing 
| his residence in Philadelphia, and at the time of with- 
| drawing from his family to avoid the capias and the is- 
| suing of the domestic attachment, he had no ereditor 


the Court. 
3. That the capias being in full force, dnd that suit 
| 


a 
. 
ie, 
ae 
if 
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The plaintiffs proved by documents recently receiv- | Whose debt was contracted here but the owner of the 
ed from England, that the defendant was declared | house, who was amply secured by the property on the 
bankrupt in the Court of Commissioners of Bankrupts | premises, and who has since been paid. There is ho 
in London, on the 17th November last, on a petition , domestic creditor who applies for relief or protection 
dated the 13th of the same month, and he is therein | under the attachment laws, and no such creditor is 
described as of No, 13, Rue de Clery, in Paris, France, | known to the Court to exist. 


_ It was also proved that the defendant was natural- It will be necessary for the Court to review the state 
ized as a citizen of the United States, at New York, in 


| ; 
| of the law as to domestic attachments prior to the act 
1829. 


of the 4th Dec. 1827, Purd. Dig. 70, as it has been 
Simultaneously with these several suits and proceed- | 


argued that the decisions of our courts prior to that act, 
ings against the defendant in this court, he appears to | were made under enactments essentially differing from 
have been proceeded against in London as aforesaid, 


jt in the description of the persons liable to the writ, 

and up to the 9th of December, after the issuing of the , and consequently are not authority upon the question 
writ of domestic attachment, he is described as of No, | now under consideration. 

13 Rue de Clery, Par's, &c. | So early as 1705, the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 

A capias ad respondendum issued at the suit of A, |in the preamble of an act entitled ‘* An Act about 

Lenthelhon & Co. against the defendant, demanding | Attachments,” declared the mischiefs or inconveni- 


bail in 1200 dollars, received of N. E. J. given inevi- | ence that the act was intended to remedy, in these 
dence by the plaintiffs, and affidavit being filed of the words: 


cause of action, stating the plaintiffs to reside in New | ‘* Whereas, the laws of this government have hither- 
York, the claim to lie on a bill of exchange drawn by | to been deficient in respect to attachments, so that the 
Guilliet de la Bonglin & Co., dated St. Quentin, 19th | effects of persons absenting are not equally liable with 


July, 1854, for 3,583fr. 15c., money of France, paya-! those persons upon the spot to make restitution for 
ble at the end of October, 1834, to the order of said 


| debts contracted in or owing in this province, to the 
Gulliet de la Bonglin & Co. and endorsed to the plain- | great injury of the inhabitants thereof, and encourage- 
tiffs, and directed to Vouthier fils, Rue de Clery, No. | ment of such unworthy persons as frequently, by ab- 


13, Paris, and accepted by his attorney in fact; that | sconding, make an advantage of the defect aforesaid.” 
plaintiff is informed, and believes said Vouthier is now 


: : : ; The debtor is here described as ‘‘ absconding” and 
in Philadelphia, and that since the acceptance he has | « 


' it Sin absenting,” in contradistinction to those persons 
absconde«! from his domicil in France, and has arrived | dwelling “upon the spot,” the debts as ** contracted 
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or owing within this Province,” the persons to be pro- 
tected by the act as ‘* inhabitants thereof.” 

Although foreign creditors are allowed upon princi- 

les of liberal justice to secure their debts in cases in 


which a defendent has been brought within the princi- | 


ples of the Domestic Attachment laws, it will be found 
that in order to ground such a proceeding under all 


the acts of Assembly which have since been in opera- | 
| vince. 


tion, this description in 1705 of the debtor, of his debts, 
and of his creditors as the principal objects of legisla- 
tive protection, has never been substantially changed, 
and have been recognized and sustained by judicial 
decisions without exception. 

The Act of 2d March, 1723, Purd. 69, provides that 
no writ of attachment shall be issued but on oath or 
affirmation that the defendant in such attachment is 
indebted to the plaintiff therein named, in the sum of 
$40 or more, and that the defendant ‘s and has been 
absconded from the place of his usual abode for the 
space of six days, with design to defraud his creditors, 
as is believed, and that the defendant has not left a clear 
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danger of fraudulent practices. And the act of 1723, 
by continuing the former remedy against them, is re- 
garded by Judge Shippen as making this manifest. The 
act of 1723 makes a new provision with respect to both 
the other classes, which are consolidated in one, ** per- 
suns who have absconded from their usual place of 
abode for six days, with design to defraud their credi- 
tors, without regard to their being in or out of the pro- 
If they had absconded with design to defraud 
their creditors, the act of 1774 merely multiplies the 
acts, with design to defraud which later acts of Bank- 
ruptcy, bring the defendant within the statute. The 
preamble of the act of 1774, may be said also to apply 
most evidently to domestic creditors. 

The word ‘‘inhabitant” has a plain meaning. A 
person coming hither occasionally as a Captain of a ship, 
in the course of trade, cannot be called an inhabitant; 
nor does a person going from his settled habitation here, 
On occasional business to Boston, or any other place 
cease to be an inhabitant. But a man who comes from 
another place to reside among us, introduces his family, 








real estate, in fee simple, within this province sufficient | takes a house, engages in trade, contracts debts, and, 


to pay his debts, &c. 
On 22d Jan. 1774, was passed ‘An Act to oblige 
Trustees and Assignees of Insolvent Debtors to exe- 


after some time runs away with design to defraud his 
creditors, he ought surely to be considered as such an 
inhabitant as not to be an object ofthe foreign attach- 


cute their trusts.” Carey & Bioren, 2 vol. 116, sec. 4, | ment, but of the domestic one. 


which has not been cited on the argument. It provides: | 


Such has been the uniform construction of the law 


‘** And whereas, the laws of this Province respecting | from 1724 until the act of 1774, which last gives a leg- 


Domestic Attachments are defective, inasmuch as they 
do not empower the justices to issue writs of attach- 
ments against persons who shall confine or conceal 
themselves within their own houses, or elsewhere, with 
intent to defraud their creditors. ; 

** Be it therefore enacted, that if it shall appear on 


oath, &c. ‘ that his or their debtor or debtors, have con- | 


cealed him or themselves elsewhere, for and during the 
space of six days, with design to defraud his, her, or 
their creditors as is believed, and that he, she, or they, 
have not a clear real estate,’ &c. as in former act.”’ 


the debt, is the omission of the necessity of its amount- 


ing to $40. As tothe debtor, it adds to the acts to | 
defraud his creditors, which will render him liable to | 
the writ that he has *‘ remained ab.ent from the State,” | 
It | 
' debtors, as there was no danger of fraudulent practices 


and the words for and during six days are omitted. 
is, therefore, clear that no alteration was made in the 


laws existing prior to 1807, by this act relating to the | 


character of the defendant, tht debt, or the creditors, 


so faras involved in the case under consideration, and | 


that all judicial determinations under the acts of 1723 


and 1774, apply with full force to the act of 1807 upon | 
| scription. 
his domicil in Paris, to avoid foreign creditors, tempo- 


the questions under consideration. 
We shall therefore proceed to consider the cases 


which we regard as judicial authorities, operative upon | 
The disjunc- 


the case and obligatory upon the court. 
tive conjunction used in stating the various acts of con- 
cealment, absconding, &c. in the act of 1807, on which 
great stress has been laid, has been introduced in fact 


from the act of 1774, and the construction based upon | 


its use in the former would equally apply to the latter | 
| domestic attachments has been too long settled to be 


'now disturbed without legislative enactment. 
| affidavit to ground the suit in the case before us, which 


act. 
In Lazarus Barnet’s case, Judge Shippen has ably 
reviewed these three acts of Assembly of 1705, 1723 


He considers three sorts of debtors to be included in 


| islative sanction to the practice. 


After reviewing the numerous cases cited on both 
sides of the argument, we have found ourselves brought 
back to this most clearand satisfactory authority which, 
although the leading case on Domestic Attachments, 
has never been overruled or been shaken by judicial 
decision. In some instances, efforts have been made to 
modify it, particularly to fix a definite time during 
which a defendant must have resided, engaged in trade 


' and contracted debts, but no time has yet been judicial- 
| ly settled. 
The only difference between the act of 1807 as to | 


Probably no particular orspecific time may 
be necessary, but the defendant must in fact reside 
here, and contract debts here, and subsequently ab- 
scond from the place of his usual abode in this state, &c, 
with design to defraud his creditors. 

Judge Shippen has said in reference to the preamble 
of the act of 1723 it could not mean the first class of 


in relation to them, they residing abroad—so there 
could be no such danger requiring legislative interposi- 
tion in relation to foreign creditors whose debts were 
not contracted here. 

The defendant cannot be regarded as within this de- 
He was a stranger in disguise, flying from 


rarily concealing himself in Philadelphia, in a house 
taken for that purpose, and not with a view to a perma- 
nent residence: no debts contracted here that he could 
by absconding defeat; no domestic creditor existing; 


_none whom he could have designed to defraud by ab- 


sconding or concealing himself. 
The practice of the Courts of this State in relation to 


The 


is well drawn, shows the views entertained by the 
Counsel in relation to that practice. 


and 1774, the latter being cited as 14 Geo. 3. ¢. 5. 
{ 


the act of 1705. 1st. Those who never resided here. The Court being of opinion that the defendant is not 
2. Those who had, but had absconded or otherwise re- , the subject of a domestic attachment, order the rule to 
moved, both being non-residents within the third sec- | be made absolute. 


1 





tion; and, 3d. Those who were about to remove with- | 
out security to their creditors. Inthe act of 1723 it is | 
stated ‘that divers irregularities and fraudulent practi- | 
ces had happened to the injury of such creditors as were 
willing to accept an equal share of the effects of their | 


Attachment dissolved. 


We tissoroven, Troea Cr. Pa. April 25. 
Mr, Alpheus W. Wilson, sawed on the 10th inst. in 


debtors. He then enquires to which of these three de-, the Spencer mill, in Richmond township in this county, 


scriptions of debtors the preamble applies. 


1a 


ine log fourteen feet long, which made one thou- 


It could not be the first, they resided abroad and their ‘sand and fifty feet of boards—nine hundred and fifteen 


effects coming here only occasionally there was no great of which were first rate pannel. 
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REPORT ON THE EASTERN PENITENTIARY. 


Sixth Annual Report of the Inspcetors of the Eastern 
' State Penitentiary of Pennsylvania.—Made to the 
Legislature at the session of 1834-5. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


The Inspectors of the Eastern Penitentiary in all 
their former reports, have spoken encouragingly of the 
effects of the system adopted by Pennsylvania, without 
however venturing a positive assertion as to its efficacy 
in producing the end intended. They commence this 
their Sixth Annual Report, with undiminished confi- 
dence in the healthful operation of the system; and 
they believe when all the necessary means to perfect it 
shall have been allowed, the State may boast of an In- 
stitution, whose efficiency in checking the career of 
vice within her borders, will be manifest in the reduc- 
ed proportion which her criminal, will bear to her 
general population. 

In the capacity of official agents for the State, ap- 
pointed to watch over, and report, upon the progress 
of this important experiment, the law requires that we 
shall annually present statistical accounts of the Institu- 
tion under our charge, together with such observations 
on the effects of the system as may urise or be sug- 
gested in the performance of our duties. Since the 
subject of solitary or separate confinement of convicts 
has claimed public attention, the theory has been can- 
vassed in all its parts; andthe various treatises which 
have sprung up have engrossed the entire field, and 
have left us nothing to say but tlat which has already 


been better said by practised writers, who have given | 


to the subject all the attention which wise heads and 
umane hearts could bestow. The exclusiveness how- 
ever of this establishment from all other matters 
which ordinarily engage the attention of the Legisla- 
ture, induce us to endeavor to present im a proper 
_ Jight, the system emphatically pronounced Pennsyiva- 
nian, in contradistinction to all others in use, and in 
showing the difference in the motives of its origin, and 
in its operation, satisfy those who feel interested in it, 
that it is an institution of which Pennsylvania may be 
justly proud. 
' It will appear entirely consistent with the character 


dition of the majority of those who become subject to 
its regulation. We find them living a hurried and 
thoughtless life of hourly excitement, and shuddering 
at the possibility of a pause which could let in (to them 
the demon) reflection. We see them wanting the 
ordinary comforts of clothing and cleanliness, without 
home save that afforded by chance companionship.— 
We find them in the brothel and the gin-shop, giving 
up to all manner of excesses, indulging in every ex- 
treme of vice, self-degraded and brutal. We see them 
corrupted and corrupting, initiating new candidates in 
the race of misery and dragging them in their own 
vortex to a death of infamy and horror. Where do we 
place them, and how do wetreat them? They are 
| taken to the bath and cleansed of outward pollution, 
they are new clad in warm and comfortable garments, 
they are placed in an apartment infinitely superior to 
what they have been accustomed, they are given em- 
ploy ment to enable them to live by their own industry, 
they are addressed in the language of kindness, interest 
is shown in their present and future welfare, they are 
advised and urged to think of their former course and 
| to avoid it, they are lifted gently from their state of hue 
miliation; self-degradation is removed, and self esteem 
/inducted. Pride of character and manliness is inculca- 
ted, and they go out of prison unknown as convicts, 
determined to wrestle for a living in the path of hones- 
ty and virtue. Is not this humane? The object ofall 
prison establishments should be to reclaim. ‘The sepa- 
ration of convicts affords facilities (which would be im- 
possible under other circumstances) to treat each indi- 
vidual case in a manner best adapted to that result.— 
There are no doubt some criminals who are incorrigible, 
but even with these*the vindictive feelings usually gen- 
eratec by prison discipline find no place, and they leave 
the establishment with sentiments of regard rather than 
resentment, toward those who have attempted to alter 
their vicious habits. We are unwilling to make any 
remarks which may appear invidious, but we ask that a 
| single glance shall be taken at any of the other plans 
| now in operation, and then let it be answered whether 
|the Pennsylvania system does not possess distinctive 
| features, which entirely change the relationship of 
| prisoners towards society, and whether it does not em- 
| brace an extensive plan of amelioration of their condi- 
| tion? The nature of this report forbids a longer indul- 


of the state, that she should adopt a mild system cf) gence in this strain of remark, but it appears to us only 
criminal jurisprudence, when it will be recollected that | to be necessary to turn the current of thought in the 
the laws instituted by her founder while she was yet a | proper channel, and the real difference between this 
province, were’ characterized by features of humanity, | and all other known systems must be apparent. 
at total variance with all others then extant. Itistrue,| Inthe prosecution of this system under the views 
these laws were abrogated when the King assumed im- | here advanced, it must be obvious that care should be 
mediate authority over the colony, but the germ was | had in the selection of subordinate keepers; that the 
then set, the spirit was then infused, and the subse-| convict should not come in contact with minds and dis- 
quent struggles of philanthropists was but to bring to | positions disqualified to inculcate good principles. A 
light and to fructify the plant. The innovation was | quiet and sober demeanor, an equable temper, and a 
then made, and it was but a recurrence to those first | consistency of conduct calculated to ensure respect, 
eee por of government which were dictated by pure | should be considered pre-requisite. All indulgence in 
earts and sound judgments, that Pennsylvania resort- | low vices, impure conversation, gossiping or approach 
ed to, when she established her present penitentiary | to familiarity with prisoners, should be traits of charac- 
system. ‘ter to be avoided. The convict removed from his for- 
Notwithstanding the numerous attempts to possess | mer associates should breathe none other than a moral 
the people generally with a knowledge of the princi- | atmosphere. 
ples which govern the Eastern Penitentiary, many mis-| ‘The Inspectors have still-very much at heart, the in- 
taken notions are yet afloat in regard to it; and much | tel!ectual and religious improvement of the prisoners, 
misapprehension yet exists. A wide currency has been | and wuuld be much gratified if greater facilities than 
given to gross misrepresentations through the agency | the law has yet provided for, could be granted. They 
of some fanatics upon prison discipline whose motives | are compelled to reiterate the request that the attention 
are questionable; and in very many instances, there | of the legislature should be called to that subject, as 
ve been wilful and unwarrantable perversions of | they believe that much could be effected without a 
truth. We find it even difficult to shake off from the | great increase of expense. The opinions entertained 
minds of some of our own citizens tlie idea that the and expressed in former reports remain anchanged on 
nalties of the present mode are severe, so closely | this subject; and a gratuitous performance of these 
the notion of great personal suffering conncct | services ought not to be expected from persons qualifi- 
itself with that of lonely incarceration. | ed for the task by such a government as ours. The 
The Pennsylvania system is emphatically a mild and} Reverend Samuel W. Crawford, continues indefatiga- 


humane system. Let us look fer a momei.t at the cow-! bly and zealously to labor for the benefit of those under 
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our charge, and is entitled to the thanks of all who feel 


interested in the welfare of the establishment for the 
disinterestedness which he has displayed. 

We refer to the report of the Physician herewith 
transmitted, for an account of the health of: the Prison 
for the past year, exhibiting ina statistical form all 
the information necessary upon the subject, and estab- 
lishing the fact by comparison with any other institution 
of like nature, that we have been peculiarly favored in 
that respect. 

The report of the Building Committee herewith 
transmitted, contains an account of the progress of the 
work for the past year, and a statement of the amount 
of work, yet to be done to complete the Eastern Peni- 
tentiary. Itis estimated that the sum of sixty thousand 
dollars will be required, and will be sufficient, to finish 
all the buildings necessary for the purposes of the In- 
stitution. We transmit the report of the Warden to 
the Board of Inspectors, to which we ask attention; as 
exhibiting some details of importance to obtaining a 
true knowledge of the Institution. 

The usual statistical tables accompany this report in 
compliance with the law on that subject. 

We also transmit a letter from the Architect to the 
Building Committee, being an useful paper, exhibit- 
ing a very detailed view of the work of the past 
year. 

In conclusion the Inspectors beg leave respectfully 
to present to the Legislature, that the Institution labors 
under great disadvantages in procuring means necessa- 
ry for its support, for the want of a sufficient capital to 
be employed in manufactures. This subject has been 
before submitted to the Legislature, and a committee 
of that body gave a statement concurrent with the 
opinion of the Board and urging the propriety of a law 
to that effect. 

Signed, 
THOMAS BRADFORD, Jr. 
President. 
Ww. H. Hoop, Secretary. 


WARDEN’S REPORT. 


In presenting this my Sixth Annual Report to the 
Board of Inspectors, there appears little else to remark 
than what has in former years been brought to your 
notice, 

From the nature of the law under which we act, we 
have been gradually increasing in numbers, and had on 
the 31st of December 1834, two hundred and eighteen 
prisoners; being sixty-four more than we had at the 
corresponding date of last year. 

No difficulties have occurred or obstacles been pre- 
sented as our number has increased; but experience 
confirms the opinion expressed in former years of the 
efficacy, the superiority of the Pennsylvania system of 
prison discipline over all others, This is a pleasing 
subject of congratulation, and I think we may now 
cease to call our system of discipline an experiment, it 
having been more than five years in actual operation, 
and there being at present several prisoners who have 
from the period of their reception, nearly five years 
ago, been in close confinement without apparent inju- 
ry to their mental or bodily health. It is also gratifying 
to be able to remark, that not only those who always 
have been the advocates of separate confinement are 
satisfied with its results, but many who heretofore en- 
tertained strong and honest fears of the effects of this 
kind of treatment. I believe all of the latter description 
who have had opportunities and have embraced them, 
of investigating for themselves, do fully acquiesce in 
its superiority. I am however aware that there are 
others with prejudices which may generally be traced 
to their interests; who profess not to approve of our 
system, and who are using every effort by writing and 
speaking, to give the public an unfavorable impression 
of its character. If these individuals would appear in 
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their own proper persons, their motives would be un- 
derstood and little harm might arise. 


But so long as 
the views of interested agents continue to be given to 
the public year after year, in the reports of a highly 
respectable society, which derives most of its informa- 
tion from such suspicious sources, I fear that the gener- 
al adoption of our improved system of discipline, may 
be prevented or at least seriously retarded. Certain it 
is, that their reports have for years gone to the world 
with unfair imputations and mistatement, calculated to 
give a most erroneous opinion of the results of the two 
different systems, 


It is not my wish in this Annual Report to minutely 
contrast the efficacy of the Pennsylvania system with 
that of Ghent, or what is generally called the Auburn 
system, but it may not be improper to offer a few ob- 
servations thereon. 


‘She human heart revolts against oppression; it is 
soothed by kindness. Can any individual for a moment 
believe that the severe, nay even the brutal treatment 
which convicts have been and are subject to, will 
soften their hearts or in any way conduce to their re- 
formation? and what is the great aim and end of every 
penitentiary system? Certainly the reformation of the 
prisoner is the all important point. Other prisons may 
boast of their earnings or gains and their surplus profits; 
ours was never expected to be a money making concern 
But we have nevertheless the proud satisfaction of wit- 
nessing the salutary effects produced by it on many of 
the unfortunate inmates, Our treatment it is known is 
firm, yet mild and just. We endeavor to operate on 
their hearts and their feelings, not by lacerating their 
bodies, but by bringing them to a just sense of their 
own moral degradation. We endeavor to create anew 
within their bosoms the love of industry, of virtue and 
of piety. 

To the philanthropist, to all who earnestly wish for. 
the well being and improvement of society; to all wha 
look forward to so desirable an end as the reformation 
of those deluded, misguided, miserable beings who are 
under our charge, I would exhibit fully and fairly the 
discipline of the institution; and ask them to examine 
thoroughly its condition and every branch of its opera- 
tions; to view the convicts at their various employ- 
ments, to witness their health, their cleanliness, their 
general cheerfulness, and with very few exceptions 
their willing industry: to learn from their own lips the 
manner in which they are treated by the Inspectors, the 
Warden and Officers: to ascertain from them their feel- 
ings towards those who have the immediate care of 
them, to speak to them of their future intentions, and 
in short to inquire minutely into the whole effect of the 
system on both body and mind. And should the same 
strict and severe scrutiny be made (if it were possible 
to obtain authority for that purpose) into the prisons of 
our sister states, I have no doubt of the nature of the 
impression that must be left on the mind of every un- 
prejudiced, candid, intelligent man; and am bold to say 
that the result of such a comparison would be an award 
in our favor. 


The Pennsylvania system is one of privations rather 
than punishments; such it certainly has been during the 
last year, for very few cases have occurred requiring 
severity of treatment; with an increased number of pri- 
soners, we have had fewer cases of refractory conduct, 
than at any other period. This improvement I mainly 
attribute to the salutary change made in some of the 
under officers during the early part 6fthe year. In all 
institutions it is important to have good officers, but in 
an establishment where the prisoners are kept separate 
and alone, particularly so; they have few opportunities 
for conversation and when these do occur they are em- 
braced with avidity, and the temper, morals and dispo- 
sition of those who have almost the exclusive commu- 
nion with them must have great influence on the 
criminal. The improvement I have alluded to, has 
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therefore satisfied me that I was right in the changes 


that [ made. 

There were in the Penitentiary on the first of Janua- 
ry 1834, one hundred and fifty-four prisoners, (152 
males and 2 females) since then have been received 
118. Discharged by expiration of sentence 41,—by 
pardon 8,* and 5 have died; leaving on the 31st of 
December 1834, two hundred and seventeen males and 
one female. 

All of the one hundred and eighteen received during 
the year, were males; seventy-six are white and forty- 
two colored. 


Sixteen are under 20—sixty-three from 20 to 30— 
twenty-two from 30 to 40—ten from 40 to 50—six from 
50 to 60—one from 60 to70 years of age. 


Fifty-nine are natives of Pennsylvania, four of New 
York, twelve of New Jersey, eight of Delaware, eight 
of Maryland, one of New Hampshire, one of Massachu- 
setts, one of Maine, three of Connecticut, one of Dis- 
trict of Columbia, two of Virginia, one of South 
Carolina, one of Ohio, one of Kentucky, five of Eng- 
land, seven of ireland, two of Scotland and one of Ger- 
many. 

On the first conviction, ninety-three—on second, 
twenty—on third, four—and on fifth, one. 

Since the Penitentiary has been in operation, one 
hundred and four prisoners have been discharged; of 
this number only three have returned to this prison re- 
convicted, two of whom had served less than one year, 
and one two years, 

Of the number received during the year, (118) 
twenty-five can neither read nor write—nineteen can 
read but not write—and seventy-four can read and 
write. Five were habitual drunkards—sixteen fre- 
quently, intoxicated, seventy-three occasionally intoxi- 
cated, and twenty-four sober, who rarely drank ardent 
spirits. Thirteen were regularly bound and served 
out their apprenticeships—twenty-three were appren- 
ticed and left their masters under various pretences— 
and eighty-two were never apprenticed; some lived 
with their parents, and others were hired out either by 
their friends or themselves, 


The prisoners were employed on the S1st of Decem- 
ber as follows: shoemaking department 83; spinning, 


* These were all pardoned by the recommendation 
of their friends, and not by the Inspectors. 
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weaving, dying and dressing yarn 70; blacksmiths 6; 


carpenters 6; sewing 6; wheelwrights 2; washing 2; 
apothecary 1; turner 1; fireman 1; shuttle-maker 1; 
brush-making 1; tinman 1; cook 1; and 35 were idle, 
some of whom were sick and some recently arrived. 

It was hoped that the Legislature of the last year 
would have appropriated a sum of money as a capital to 
be invested in our manufacturing department, particu- 
larly as a committee of the House of Representatives 
who came and examined into the various branches 
advised it in their report. We have, and must continue 
to labor under serious loss and great disadvantage for 
want of capital; and therefore cannot compete with 
other institutions who have their forty, fifty, and some 
upwards of one hundred thousand dollars capital. Had 
this grant been made, a different result in our pecunia- 
ry affairs would have been shown. It is very desirable 
that the I.egislature should grant not only a sufficient 
sum to enable us to properly conduct our manufactur- 
ing, but also to complete the whole establishment in 
buildings and machinery; as the system cannot be con- 
ducted satisfactorily until this is done, and all the work- 
men are out of the yard. 


We have cells completed for 311 prisoners. We 
must expect to receive from the respective counties in 
the Eastern District during the year 1835, at least 140 
prisoners. It is expected that the new County Prison 
will be finished and be ready to receive prisoners by 
the first of July, when those in the Walnut street prison 
sentenced to the County Prison will be removed there, 
and we must be ready to receive the remainder. On 
examination it is found, that there will be at that date 
162, who were sentenced under the act of 28th March 
1831, and who must upon the breaking up of the Wal- 
nut street Prison, be received agreeably to the tenor 
of their sentences into this Penitentiary. These with 
the 140 to be received, and 218 the number we had 
on the 1st of January 1835, would give us 520; from 
this must be deducted those discharged during the year, 
which will probably be about 100, and thus leave us on 
the Ist Janury 1836, 420 prisoners; being 109 more 
than we have accommodations finished for. Hence the 
great necessity for an early appropriation to enable us 
to complete the cells, 

Signed, 
SAMUEL R. WOOD, 
Warden. 


12th mo. Sist, 1854. 





PHYSICIAN’S REPORT. 





To the Board of Inspectors of the Eastern Penitentiary, the Physician respectfully presents his Annual 
Report for 1834. 


The number of cases of disease occurring this year has been greater, in proportion to the number of priso- 
ners, than in any former year since the opening of the Penitentiary. The increase of disease was confined 


chiefly to July and 


August; during which months, in consequence probably of the extreme heat of the weath- 


er, a large proportion of febrile cases occurred, Notwithstanding the greater amount of sickness, the mortal 


ity for the year has been moderate. 


The following table gives a view of the state of health on admission and discharge of the forty-eight prisoners 


who left the Penitentiary within the year. 


No. of Prisoners. | State of Health on Admission. | Length of confinement. | State of Health on Discharge. 


109 Affected with Syphilis. 
150 Good. 
196 Insane. 
156 Good, 
116 Affected with Syphilis. 
160 Good. 
161 Good. 
67 Good. 


2 years. Improved. 

1 year. Doubtful. 

2m. & 21 days. Insane. 

1 year. Good. : 

2 years. Affected with Chronic Cough. 
1 year. Good. 

1 * Good. 

s Imperfect. 
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No. of Prisoners. | State of Health on Admission. | Length of confinement. | State of Health on Discharge. 


119 Good. 2 years. Good. 
73 Good. $. Apparently good. 
123 Good, a « Good. 
124 Good. 2 «8 Deteriorated. 
172 Good. 1 ss Good. 
162 Good, except Fits. 13 months. Good. 
193 Weak and imperfect. 8 * Good. 
104 Affected with cold in the head.* 24 years. Insane. 
130 Good. Good. 
76 Imperfect, s Good. 
187 Good. ‘.* Good. 
36 Good. 4. * Good. 
189 Subject to Rheumatism. zi Good. 
135 Good. _ Recovering from Fever. 
28 Guod. 4 «6 Recovering from mild Fever. 
133 Good. 3 « Good. 
136 Mind excited and incoherent. 1 yr. & 11 mont. Mind same. Affd. with chronic dis- 
87 Good. 3 years. Good. Lease of the Lungs. 
190 Ulcer on the Leg. 1 year. Affected with Scrofula & Scurvy. 
227 Good. 8 months. Good. 
273 Good, 25 days. Good, 
243 Good. 5 months. Good. 
78 Good. 3 yrs.& 3 month. Good. 
89 Subject to Rheumatism. 3 yrs.& 21 days. Improved. 
: 137 Good. 2 years. Good. 
138 Good. 3.* Subject to Fits. 
i 46 Good, 4 Improved. 
a 194 Good. 1 year, Improved. 
3 95 Good, 3 years. Affected with slight temporary 
= 96 Good. » Good, [ Indisposition, 
a 141 Good. 2 ss Improved. 
213 Subject to Fits. 1 year. Affected with debility. 
140 Good. 2 years. Improved. 
; 103 Good. - em Improved. 
a 177 Imperfect. 18 months. Improved- 
143 Just recovered from fever. 2 years. Good. 
105 Imperfect. - =. Good. 
178 Good. 18 months, Improved, 
107 Good. 3 years, Improved. 
108 Imperfect. Improved. 


The facts contained in the above table shew, that the confinement in this Penitentiary is not unfavorable, as 
a general rule, to the health of the prisoners. 


‘Lhe following table presents a list of the fatal cases which have occurred within the year, 


No. of | State of Health on Admission, ex- | Date of Decease. | Length of con- Disease. 
Prisoners. tracted from Medical Journal. ° Jinement. 
148 Imperfect. Visceral obstructions, Feb. 13, 13 months. Palsy. 
165 Good. Aug. 4. 15 “ Pulmonary Consumption. 
A 230 Imperfect. = * 6 a Dropsy of the Chest. 
z 219 Poor, affected with Asthma. Sept 13. es Remittent Fever. 
Ei 232 Affected with bad Cough, Oct. 25. 8 “ 


Pulmonary Consumption. 


It is worthy of remark, that four out of the five fatal cases, occurred in prisoners who entered the Peniten- 
tiary in a diseased state, and that the deaths in all the cases took place after short periods of confinement. 

For the number and character of the various cases which have occurred throughout the year, the Inspectors 
are referred to the accompanying Tabular View, from which it appears that the most sickly months for this 
year have been July, August, and December, and the most prevalent diseases, Fevers, Affections of the Bow- 

a els, Catarrhs, and Rheumatism, 

The average number of prisoners in confinement during the year, has been 183; the deaths having been five, 

gives the mortality for this year, at two and seven-tenths per cent. 

The average annual mortality, deduced from the four years ending with 1833, as stated in the last annual re- 
port, was three and two-tenths per cent. The average of 1834, being two and-seven-tenths per cent. gives the 
average mortality for the five years ending with 1834, at two and nine-tenths per cent. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


ec 
ESS eae at 
bei. 


FRANKLIN BACHE, M. D. 
Physician, E. P. 
December 31, 1834. 


Snape energie  iienerttmrtieatnhiniedaeninna 


* This was the note in the Medical Journal on Admission; but it has been satisfactorily ascertained that this 
prisoner behaved in an insane manner previous to his conviction. 
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to co | Intermittent Fever. 


| Difficulty of Breathing. 


» | Palsy. 


| Inflammation of the Byes. 
bs | Inflammation of the Stomach. 


~~ ano | Rheumatism. 
~ | Scrofula. 


» | Debility. 
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| 
| 
| 


“sasvasid 


| Fever. 
| Remittent Fever. 


| Quinsy. 

| Catarrh, 

| Pleurisy. 

| Chronic Inflammation of the Lungs. 
| Dropsy ot the Chest. 

| Pulmonary Consumption. 
| Cholera Morbus. 

| Cholic. 

| Dysentery. 

| Diarrhoea. 

| Dyspepsia. 

| Headach. 

| Vertigo, 


| Epilepsy. 
| Mania. 


| Inflammation of the Liver. 


{1 Dys suria- 
| Hemorrhoids. 


| Worms. 

| Small Pox. 

| Eruptions. 

| Wound. 

| Abscess. 

| Ulcer. 

| Fistula. 

| Number of Cases in each month. 


| Number of Deaths in each month. 


Total number of Prisoners received since the ad- 


mission of the first prisoner, Oct. 22, 1829— 337 


Discharged by expiration of sentence, 80 


$6 by pardon, 
Died, . . 


Leaving, January 


AGES. 
Under 20 years, 45 
From 20 to 30, 169 
30 to 40, 72 
40 to 50, 
50 to 60, 
60 to 70, 
70 to 80, 


y 9 
1, 1835, 


16 
; 15 
— 119 


218 


COLOUR. ! 
White males, 238 | 
Coloured males, 95 | 
Coloured females, 4 


337 


NATIVES OF— 
Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, 
Delaware, 
New York, 
Maryland, 
Connecticut, 
Virginia, 
Massachusetts, 
South Carolina, 
Olo, 

North Carolina, 
‘Tennessee, 
Kentucky, 
Rhode Island, 


154 


=| 
a DiI 


Carried up, 


7 Maine, 


NATIVES OF— 
Brought up, 279 

Vermont, 

Mississippi, 

New Hampshire, 


fat beh fk ek bt 


Dist. of Columbia, 
Ireland; 27 
England, 
Scotland, 
France, 
Germany, 
Holland, 
Switzerland, 
Netherlands, 
Denmark, 
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CRIMES. COLUMBIA AND PHILADELPHIA RAIL WAY. 
Larceny, 5 79 
Horse Stealing, 66 No. 1, 
Burglary, 65 Report of William B. Mit. hell, Superintendent. 
Forgery, 25 
Manslaughter, oe - To Jamrs Crank, Ese, 
So pga — : 3 President of the Board of Canal Commissioners. 
Robbery, 12 Sir:—At the date of my last annual report, it was 
Rape, 4 considered merely possible to render the first track of 
Arson, ah east tS ? 4 the Columbia rail way passable by the first day of Janua- 
Assault and Battery with intent to kill, 5 ry last. The fears then entertained were unfortunately 
Assault and Battery,intent to commit rape, 3 realized, and the want of a sufficient quantity of iron, 
Selling Counterfeit Money, “ together with the unfavorable season of the year for 
Horse Stealing and Larceny, 2 prosecuting works of this kind, prevented the accom- 
Perjury, 2 plishment of my wishes; and it was not until the six- 
, Highway Robbery, . 2 teenth of April that the first track was in a situation to 
Sending a challenge to fight with deadly admit the public use of it. Since that time it has been 
weapons, i in continual operation. The second track was opened 
Receiving Stolen Goods, 1 on the seventh of October: and all the work connected 
Stealing the Mail, 1 with the laying of the tracks from Columbia to Phila- 
Burglary and Larceny, 1 delphia, may now be considered as complete. 
Felony, — : i The only works of consequence originally designed, 
Subornation of Perjury, r and yet unfinished, are the depots and work-shops at 
Unnatural Crime, _ : the two inclined planes, a collecter’s office at 
Robbing U.S. Mail, 1 Downingtown, the connection with the Columbia 
. Assault and Battery, with intent to pro- bridge, and a few farm bridges. There are some addi- ~ 
duce Abortion, 1 tional works believed to be necessary, which are men- 
on tioned in the report of the engineer, and, if approved 
vo by the Legislature, will require an additional appro- 
Shes sree priation for their construction. These are, side tracks 
. HABITS. near the city of Philadelphia, the roofing of the inclin- 
Habitual Drunkards, 25 ed planes, and a house and lot for a collector’s office in 
Frequently Intoxicated, 65 Broad street. 
Occasionally Intoxicated, 157 The amount of business done upon the rail way since 
Sober, — 80 it has been in use has not equalled the expectations 
Uncertain, 10 which I entertained in the early part of the year. The 
. causes which produced the failure are obvious, and 
337 must shortly cease. After the completion of the first 
: track, the difficulties experienced in using it were 
EDUCATION. great: The contractors who were at work on the 
Cannot read or write, 67 second track, had no other means of transporting their 
Can read but not write, 78 materials but by using the one already completed; and 
Can read and write,* 192 this, together with the transporting of iron, occasion- 
7 ed so many obstructions in the use of a single track, as 
33 | to deter many, who would otherwise have made prepa- 
— | rations for operating upon it, from makivg the attempt 
NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS. under these discouraging circumstances. Another 
On First, 259 reason operated to lessen the amount of tolls received: 
Second, 45 after the second track was completed, and a portion 
Third, 20 of the fall trade might have been expected, a want of 
Fourth, 6 locomotives on the rail way, anda line or lines of boats 
Fifth, 3 from Columbia upon the canal, westward, confined 
Sixth, 4 the operations upon the rail way entireiy to travelling 
. and the local trade of the country through which it 
T35 passes. 
. The doubts which have heretofore been entertained 
Of the whole number, there were apprenticed of the practicability of using locomotives successiully 
and regularly served out their time, 43 upon arail way having such high grades and severe 
Apprenticed and left their masters under va- curves as those on the Columbia road, have been com- 
rious pretences, a ‘ 61 pletely dispelled; and the limited experience which we 
Lived with their parents, or were hired out have had in the use of locomotives, affords conclusive 
during their minority, (a very large pro- evidence of the fact that they are the only efficient 
portion hired out) 233 ' power which can be employed ona rail way adapted 
aay to their use. 
Vo 





* Of this class, 1 had been educated at a University; 








The structure of the rail way itself may be considered 
‘as among the most substantial and permanent works 
of the kind'in the country. Several of the bridges, 
however, having been constructed with a view of ac- 


1 had a good English Education, and is a tolerable La- | commodating horse-power only, are not so well adapted 


tin and French scholar; 1 understands English, Dutch, 
and Hebrew; 15 have had a good English education; 
— the remainder could but read and write indiffer- 
ently. 

T Only 3 of these have been re-convicted to this 


Penitentiary, all the other convictions have been to 
other prisons. 


Vou. XV. 38 


for locomotives as is desirable. 


The expenses of the past year may be classed in the fullow- 
ing manner: 


For materials and workmanship in lay- 
ing track on sixty miles of rail way, 


and grading at gap, $750,309 46 
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Rail way bridges, 

Road and farm bridges, 
Stationary engines and buildings, 
Depots, 

Collectors’ offices and toll house, 
Connexion with Columbia bridge, 
Fence estimates, 

Water stations, 


69,327 78 | together with the repairs on the Eastern twenty-two 
7,560 58 | miles, up to the first of June, and the cost of other items 
43,111 24! which could not have been foreseen at the date of the 
10,465 OU | last Annual Report of the Engineer, make up within a 
9,520 43 | small sum the deficiency of the Estimate which accom- 
4,060 00 | panied my last report. It is certainly a matter of unu- 
672 48 | sual occurrence, that the estimate of an Engineer for 
2,550 00 the expenditure of more than one and a half millions of 





Jobs and repairs, 11,539 71 
Engineering, &c. 35,934 10 
Locomotive engines, 20,080 04 


Cost of iron, transportation and inci- 
dental expenses, 


536,480 $5 
Turnouts, 


18,145 41 








Expenditures of the past year, 
Estimates and accounts remaining 
unpaid, 


$1,499,756 58 
45,000 00 





$1,544,756 58 


$701,301 33 
804,900 00 


Balance remaining at last 
year’s report, 
Appropriation of 1854, 





1,506,201 33 








Deficiency, 





Estimated expense for ensuing year. 


Eighteen locomotive engines and ten- 


ders, complete, $115,400 00 


Depots, work shops and side tracks, 8,700 00 
Tools and machinery, 5,500 00 
Water stations, 2,550 00. 
Sheds and stabling, 7,000 00 
Expenses of locomotive and horse power, 76,260 00 
Dwellings for workmen at the depots, 5,000 00 
Expenses of stationary engines, 10,000 00 
Amount required to complete works 

now in progress, 30,000 00 
For contingent and unforeseen expenses, 11,170 00 








269,580 00 


Deficiency, 38,555 25 








308,135 25 
Fuel, oil, &c. for stationary engines in 


stock for the current year, 1,800 00 


Total amount required to complete the 
work in progress, stock the road 
with locomotive engines, and defray 


the expenses, for the current year, 306,335 25 








If it should be deemed expedient to erect a collec- 
tor’s office in Broad street, construct extra tracks near 
the city of Philadelphia, cover the inclined planes, and 
grade a road from the Schuylkill bridge to the head of 
the plane, an additional sum of thirty five thousand six 
hundred dollars will be required. 

In the appropriation of last year, no provision was 
made for the purchase of locomotive engines, or for the 
expense of using the stationary and motive power.— 
‘These expenses have been heavy and unavoidable, and 


dollars, and constituted of many items of doubtful cost, 
should be found to be within a few thousand dollars of 
the actual cost of the work when completed. The 
revenue to be derived from this improvement for the 
current year, must depend, in a great measure, upon 
| the prompt aetion of the Legislature in making an ap- 
propriation for the purchase of Locomotive engines.— 
Arrangements have been made with the most experi- 
enced engine builders in this country, for six engines 
by the first of March next, and four others are expect- 
ed from England in the course of the winter. These 
will be sufficient to accommodate the spring trade, and 
develope the advantages which will result to the Com- 
|monwealth, from the construction of this rail way; 
| should the Legislature fail to make prompt provision 
| for the engines, as they are turned out of the work- 
shops, it will have the effect of checking the opera- 
tions of those concerned in building them—for although 
| experience has convinced us that we have mechanics 
| at home who can make an engine equal, if not superior 
| to those brought from abroad, and at as cheap a rate; 
| yet they have not capital to expend in the construction 
|of a number of these expensive machines, without 
|meeting a cash market for them as soon as they 
are delivered. It is therefore a matter of the utmost 
importance to the interest of the State, that provision 
_be made at as early a period of the session as practica- 
ble, for the payment of locomotives as fast as they can 
be constructed; and as evidence of the necessity of this 
' measure, I can assert the fact that if we had now the 
‘means of transporting all of the /ocal trade which re- 
quires to be sent to market, the amount of tolls on this 
_rail way would be trebled. Hence the necessity of 
providing in due time for the' spring trade upon the 
Canals, If this trade is promptly met at the opening 
_of the Canals, there can be but little doubt that the tolls 
/which will be received in the current year, will remu- 
'nerate the Commonwealth for the payment of interest 
on the amount expended in constructing the rail way, 
‘in addition to the benefits conferred upon the commu- 
| nity by the increased facilities of travelling and trans- 
portation. The favorable locality of the Columbia 
| rail way, by which the greater portion of the trade to 
‘and from the west, carried upon the State Canals, 
must pass over it, can scarcely fail ina short time, of 
making it one of the most productive imprevements in 
the State. 
The annexed tables, and the report of the engi- 
/neer, will exhibit the operations of the past year in 
| detail. 








Respectfully submitted, 
W.B. MITCHELL, 
Superintendent Columbia rail way. 
Rail way Office, 


Lancaster, Nov, 13th, 1694, § 





No. 2. 


Columbia and Philadelphia rail way. 


Contractors. Kind of work. 
William M’Connell, Turnouts, 
Waters & North, Water stations, 


Amount estimated. 


$22,462 26 


Amount paid within current year, 


18,145 41 








5,500 00 2,550 00 
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Jobs & Repairs, 


Robert Strain, 

John Pugh, do do 
Thomas Wallace, do do 
William North, do do 


A. & G, Ralston, paid them for rail way iron, 


6,136 08 6,156 08 








2,785 05 2,785 05 
1,312 85 1,312 85 
1,305 73 1,305 73 


$11,559 71 








$427,952 90 


Paid sundry persons for transporting rail way iron, machinery, &c. ‘ . 76,470 023 
Sundry persons for castings, ° ° ° ‘ . 10,373 71 
Repairing engines and tenders, ‘ ' ‘ 227 57 
Canvass, lumber, and other materials, ‘ ; ; . 22038 
Repairing bridges, . : . ° : e 1,726 70 
Water tanks, ° ° ° ‘ ; . . 826 53 
Fuel, oil, &c. for locomotive and stationary engines, ° ‘ : 3,522 60 
Ropes for inclined planes, . ‘ ° ; ‘ ‘ . 4,477 52 
Laying track near Schuyikill bridge, swivels, and other mechanical jobs, ° 6,037 ° 17 
Rent of warehouses, offices, storing iron, printing, stationary, &c, ‘ ‘ - bftoe 0 
Cars, and tools for workshops, . : : : i : 755 25 
Paid for locomotive engines, ‘ ‘ 


Engineering, and incidental expenses, 


; Ses 20,080 04 
35,934 10 





$592,494 494 








No, 3, 
Report of E. F. Gay, Engineer. 


Engineer Department, 2 
Lancaster, Nov. 7th 1834. 


To Wo. B, Mircue tt, Esa, 


Superintendent of the Columbia 
and Philadelphia rail way. 


Sir—In presenting you my second annual report on 
the situation of the Columbia and Philade}phia rail way, 
it affords me great pleasure that L as) able to congratu- 
Jate you on the successful completion of both the main 
tracks within the past year. The first track was opened 
for public use on the 16th of April, and the second on 
the 7th of October, 

Assome work remains to be done on the line, for the 
accommodation of the trade, and as steam has been 
adopted as the principal motive power, 1 propose in 
this report to refer, first, to the construction of the 
rail way, and, secondly, to the motive power. 


CONSTRUCTION, 


The only works at present in progress, and necessary 
to complete the rail way, are—a double track along 
the east side of the Columbia basin; some embankment 
and track to connect with the river bridge at Columbia; 
a collector’s office at Downingtown, with addition to 
the office at Lancaster; three pair of weigh scales; two 
bridges, and a system of turnouts and sidings: all of 
which (the collector’s office at Downingtown excepted) 
will probably be completed by the latter end of next 
month (December. ) 

A public siding, about one thousand feet in length, 
is much wanted on each side of the main line, extend- 
ing west from Broad street, in the city of Philadelphia, 
for the accommodation of incividuals who are desirous 
of intersecting the road with lateral tracks. Applica- 
tions are frequently being made for permission to put in 
turnouts near the city; and unless the siding above 
alluded to shall be constructed by the State, the fre- 
quency of the turnout castings, placed in the main track 


by individuals, will prove a fruitful source of annoy- 


ance to the regular travelling, as well as destruction to 
car whicels. 

In consequence of a heavy expense having been in- 
curred by the state, in the construction of a carriage- 
way connected with the Schuylkill viaduct, 1 would 


recommend that a road should be extended parallel to 
the rail way, from the west end of the bridge to the 
Mizad of the inclined plane. By this improvement, the 
populous district of country adjacent to the head of the 
plane would have opened for its accommodation the 
nearest road to Philadelphia, and the bridge would, 
without doubt, soon become a yaluable source of re- 
venue. 

I would also recommend the construction of sheds to 
cover the entire length of the Schuylkill and Columbia 
planes, which would add materially to the durability of 
the ropes, would ensure greater regularity in passing 
the planes at all seasons of the year, would render the 
signals used more certain, and would afford additional 
safetv tothe multitude of passengers that travel the road, 
the number of which is daily increasing. 


The estimated cost of two sheds is $25,000. The 
usual durability of ropes on inclined planes, when ex- 
posed to the weather, averages about one year. If the 
planes are covered, the ropes may be safely trusted for 
two years. This being the case, the subject, in a pecu- 
niary point of view, would stand as follows: 

Present annual cost of ropes for two 








planes, $3,300 00 
Estimated cost, with sheds, 1,650 UO 
Annual difference, $1,650 00 
Interest on sheds at six per cent, 1,500 00 

Cost in favor of sheds, $150 00 





There being but two planes on this rail way, the im- 
mense amount of trade and travel, that may reasonably 
be expected on it, would seem to require that every fa- 
cility should be afforded, for a safe and easy transit, 
which circumstances will allow of. 

The present residence of the collector at Philadel- 
phia having been erected with a view of accommoda- 
ting a weigh-master, and as the appointment of that 
officer will soon be necessary, I would suggest the pro- 
priety of making arrangements for the permanent loca- 
tion of the collector’s office in Broad street. This 
street is admirably calculated for the accommodation of 
an extensive rail way business; and as the principal de- 
pots for trade are, and probably will be for several years 
to come, erected on it, the contiguity of the collector’s 
office would materially facilitate the transaction of busi- 
ness, and ensure regularity in the starting of the trains. 


a - 
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Should the cost of the work under contract be 
found to exceed the estimate of last year, it is wholly 
attributable to an unexpected increase in the difficul- 
ties at the gap section, which were met with subsequent 
to my last report; to the necessity of resorting to dis 
tant springs for an additional supply of water fur the 
Schuylkill stationary engine; to a change in the loca. 
tion and plan of connection with the Columbia bridge, 
an to the extra cost of hauling a large portion of the 
rail way iron with horses, instead of locomotive en- 
gines, as had been anticipated in my former estimate. 

The following estimate comprises the amount of work 
in progress and necessary to finish the line: 

Extension of double track of rail way 

along east side of the Columbia basin, 

inclusive of grading street, putting in 

swivels, and completing the connection 





with the Columbia bridge, $ 7,700 00 
Turnouts and sidings, 11,950 00 
Weigh scales and cullector’s offices, 3,100 00 
Farm bridges and fencing, 2,250 00 

; $25,000 00 
Add for contingent expenses, 5,000 00 





Amount required, $30,000 00 


— 


The following is-an estimate of the works recom- 
mended in the preceding report, but not in progress: 
Sidings, west of Broad street, (double 








track, ) $ 2,100 00 
Road from Schuylkill bridge to head of 
plane, 2,500 00 
Covering two inclined planes, 25,000 00 
Collector’s office in Broad street, Phila- 
delphia, 6,000 00 
Total, $35,600 00 





Motive Power. 


In reference to this subject, have to inform you, that 
the experience of the past year has proven the senti- 
ments expressed in my last annual report Zo be correct, 
in almost every particular. 

The trade on this road cannot possibly be accom- 
plished by a promiscuous use of horses, as no system of 
regulations can be enforced, so as to prevent the re- 
peated and vexatious interruptions consequent upon 
travelling on a rail way, with horses, at different de- 
grees of velocity, to suit the different interests of indi- 
viduals using it. And I have no hesitation in asserting, 
that the plan propused in my last report, viz: ** Steam 
asa motive power, furnished by the Commonwealth, 
allowing individuals to furnish cars, and attach to the 
engine under proper regulations,” will be found the 
only effectual one to accommodate the wants of the 
public. 

Of the fifteen engines authorized to be procured for 
the road by the resalution of the Board of Canal Com- 
missioners, two have been completed, viz: The ‘* Lan- 
caster,”? and ‘* Columbia,” and are in daily use. 

The engine ‘‘ Lancasier,”” was placed on the road 
and commenced running on the 28th of June, since 
which time, it has hauled a large portion of the iron re- 
quired for the second track, and has latterly been em- 
ployed in the transportation of freight. 

The trips of this engine have been performed with 
great regularity, seldom being detained, except by re- 
pairs necessary to the tenders or train.—The very few 
accidents which have occurred, were not of a se- 
rious nature, and are wholly attributable to the use of 
a single track, and to other causes which will be entire- 
ly removed whenever the horses are withdrawn from 
the line, and steam being alone used, shall travel in op- 
posite directions, on separate tracks. 

The engine ‘* Columbia,” commenced running on the 


10th of September, and although it did not at first ap- 
pear as perfect as was desired, yet it is now in excel- 
lent order, and its performance is highly satisfactory; 
indeed these engines are justly considered superior and 
beautiful specimens of mechanism, and reflect great 
credit on the ingenious mechanic (M. W. Baldwin, 
Esq., of Philadelphia,) who constructed them. They 
are each supported on six wheels, which is found to be 
the only arrangement that will enable a locomotive en- 
gine to overcome the severe curves, connected with 
the high grades upon this road, without injury to the 
engine or rail way. A third engine is expected from 
the establishment of Mr. Baldwin, during the present 
month, and ¢hree others, within the next three ensuing 
months. 

Four engines from the establishment of Mr. Stephen- 
son (England,) are engaged to be on the road on or be- 
fore the 1st of March next, and also ¢wo from the 
Messrs. Sellers of Philadelphia, about the same time; 
in all 10 engines, (in addition to the two on the road, ) 
are in preparation to be ready for running on the road, 
on or about the Ist of March next. The balance to be 
finished by the Ist of June. 

As all the engines preparing for the road are design- 
ed to be of the same class, the following statement of 
the capacity of the ** Lancaster,” may be applied to 
the others. 

Weight of the engine, eight tons; capable of drawing 
thirty-six tons exclusive of cars, say fifty-six tons gross, 
Amount taken at each load &mited at thirty tons, or 
abcut forty-eight tons gross. Kunning time, between 
the inclined planes, (seventy-seven miles,) with the 





above loads, eight hours, including stoppages, 
Expenses of one trip. 

20 bushels of coke, at 20 cents, $4 00 
14 cords of wood at $4, 6 00 
Engineer and attendants, 4 00 
Oil, 60 
Total, $14 60 

if to the above is added the estimated va- 

lue of horse power to and from the foot of 
the planes,and attendance at water stations, 2 40 

The actual expense of motive power for a train 

of cars from Columbia to Philadelphia, will 
stand $17 00 





Annexed is an estimate of the expenses of the sta- 
tionary engines and attendance at the inclined planes: 





Schuylkill Plane. 
Anthracite coal, 14 tons per day, $6 25 
Wood, 1-6 of a cord as 70 
Oil and attendants, 66 9 05 
— $16 00 
Columbia Plane, 
Anthracite coal, one ton per day, $5 00 
Wood, 1-7 of a cord a6 54 
Oil and attendants as 7 95 
— 13 50 
Expenses of both planes, $29 50 





Extensive arrangements are now being made along 
the line by individuals, who purpose to make an active 
use of the road during the ensuing year; and when the 

-local trade of the populous and fertile country through 
which this rail way passes, together with the great in- 
crease of travelling, and the immense amount of trans- 
portation between Philadelphia and Pittsburg are ta- 
ken into consideration, it must appear obvious that 
preparations for motive power to accommodate the ex- 
tensive business anticipated, should be made with the 

| least possible delay, and that to a free and perfect use 
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of the road, such preparations should always be in ad- 
vance of real want. 


With this view of the subject, I have estimated twen- 
ty locomotive engines as being requisite to accommo- 
date the trade and travel for the ensuing year, (1835.) 
The arrangement of their occupation will vary accord- 
ing to circumstances, but will probably be nearly as 
follows: 


The whole number of engines, 20 
Engaged in hauling western trade, 8 
Do, do. passengers, 4 
Do, do, local trade, 3 

— 15 
Engines on hand to supply deficiencies, 5 


The depots and workshops at the Schuy!kill and Co- 
jumbia inclined planes, and the water stations along the 
line, are all in a forward condition, and will be finished 
early in December. The cost of the depots will be in- 
creased beyond the estimate of last year,in consequence 
of their having been constructed fire proof, and enlarg- 
ed so as to accommodate a greater number of engines 
than was then contemplated. The number of water 
stations has also been increased, to suit the warts of the 
engines. 


I would here remark, that the plan suggested in my 
report of the last year, viz: ‘* that individuals using the 
road should make their own arrangements for taking 
their cars to and from the foot of the planes,” has been 
found, by the experience of the past season, to be de- 
fective; as all persons who casually use the road, and 
cannot therefore afford to keep horses at each end of 
the line, are left at the foot of the planes with- 
out the means of proceeding further, which pro- 
duces delays that interfere seriously with the regulari- 
ty necessary tobe observed in the passage of the trains. 
To remedy this difficulty, engagements have been 
made with individuals, on behalf of the Commonwealth, 
to furnish horses and haul to and from the foot of the 
planes, all the cars which form the ¢rains of the en- 
gines. 


This plan has been in operation since the 20th Sep- 
tember, and is found fully to answer the purpose Ge- 
sired. Owing to the limited number of cars now con- 
veyed, as forming but the single train of an engine 
each way per day, no price has yet been fixed on for 
the labour of the horses; neither can any arrangement 
be satisfactorily made until locomotive engines are ex- 
clusively used between the inclined planes, when the 
entire use of the road may be reduced to a correct, and, 
1 may add, perfect system. 

The erection of stables at the foot of the inclined 
planes and each extremity of the line, and also sheds 
at four different points on the road, for the reception 
of engines with their trains stopping over night, to- 
gether with a building for the accommodation of a 
Spare engine at Parke’s station, (being a central posi- 
tion,) are considered indispensably necessary, and ac- 
cordingly included in the estimate, 


The following is an estimate of the amount required 
to furnish the motive power, (exclusive of engines de- 


livered and work done,) together with its expenses for 
the ensuing year; 


Eighteen locomotive engines and tenders, 


complete, at $6,300 each, $113,400 00 
Depots, workshops and side tracks, 8,700 00 
Tools and machinery, 5,500 00 
Water stations, 2,550 00 
Sheds and stabling, 7,000 00 


Expenses of locomotive and horse power, 76,260 00 
Dwellings for workmen at the depots, 5,000 00 
Expenses of stationary engines, 10,000 00 


228,410 00 | 


Add for contingent and unforeseen ex- 








penses, 11,17000 
Amount required for motive power, 239,580 00 
Add amount required for construction, 30,000 00 
Whole amount required to finish, $269,580 00 
Should the collector’s office and siding at 

Broad street, covering the planes and 

making the road along side be author- 

ized, the amount required will be $305,180 00 





Notwithstanding the large amount required to stock 
this road, it is confidently believed that if early ar- 
rangements should be made to meet the wants of the 
public, the value of —— way, as a source of reve- 


nue, will fully realize the most sanguine expectations 
of its friends. 


Very respectfully submitted. 
EDW. F. GAY, Engineer, 


—— 
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PENNSYLVANIA AND OHIO CANAL. 


The Directors of the Board of Trade, observe with 
great satisfaction, that books are to be opened in this 
city, on the 27th instant, for subscriptions to the capi- 
tal stock of the Pennsylvania and Ohio Canal Company, 
under the very liberal charter granted by the two 
States, for the purpose of connecting the great Canals 
of Ohio and Pennsylvania, by a canal along the Valley 
of the Mahoning to intersect the Ohio Canal, at or near 
Akron. <A work which has engaged the attention of 
the Board of Trade since its organization, and which, 
on several occasions, they have urged upon the atten- 
tion of our Legislature and citizens, as an improvement 
of vital importance to the State and City, And now 
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that the construction of this yaluable improvement is 
placed within our power, the Board would again press 
its claims upon the attention of the Commercial and 
landed interests of our city, and upon all who desire 
to secure to Pennsylvania and Philadelphia, the trade 
of Ohio, the Upper Lakes, and the IIfinois and Indiana 
Canals, which lead to these Lakes. Therefore 

Resolved, Vhat the Directors of the Board of Trade 
continue to entertain undiminished confidence in the 
advantages of a connection with the Ohio Canal, by the 
route of the Mahoning Valley, and of the important 
benefits which must result to the trade and commerce 
of our State and City. 

Resolved, That this Board recommend to their fel- 
low citizens, to secure the speedy construction of the 
said Canal,by promply filling up the stock on the open- 
ing of the books. 

THOS®P. COPE, President. 

J. M. Wrieart, Secretary. 

April 25. 
SELF ACTING SAFETY BRAKE FOR CARS AND 
COACHES ON RAIL ROADS, 

This is a brake constructed on a new plan, intended 
to afford additional security to rail road travelling, by 
Mr. John K. Smith of Port Clinton. We have had, in 
our office for a day or two, a beautiful model as well of 
the Brake aforesaid, as ofa Rail Road Car, to the front 
part of which a Brake is also attached, intended 
to take effect immediately upon collision. Both the 
Car and Brake are very handsome specimens of mech- 
anism and reflect credit on the artificers, Messrs. Bel- 
ler & Bargontz, of Hamburg, Berks county, ‘‘An ex- 
amination of the model of the Safety Brake, in the lan- 
guage of Mr. Smith, shows that when the impelling ma- 
chine is impeded either by design or accident, the cars 
will follow one another, until all the Brakes in the train 
tuke effect—by a close examination it will be seen that 
before the cars come in contact, the Brakes must take 


effect on the wheels, and, therefore only in cases of | 


very great velocity, and sudden stoppages, the cars 
can strike with any great force against each other.” — 
The aforesaid models will shortly, we understand, be 
exhibited at the Philadelphia Exchange. We do not 
profess to be competent to express any opinion con- 
cerning the merits of these inventions—they will be 
submitted to the public, who will then be enabled to 
judge of their advantages.—Miners’ Journal, May 2. 


BANK DIVIDENDS. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 








From the Philadelphia Gazette. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 


Thursday Evening, April 30th, 1835. 
SELECT COUNCIL. 


Mr. Price, from the committee on public clocks, 
made the annexed report, the resolution attached to 
which was adopted, and concurred in by Common 
Council. 


To the Select and Common Councils. 


The special committee on City Observatory and 
public Clocks, request leave to submit their third re- 
port: 

By a resolution of the Common Council the commit- 
tee is required to inquire and report upon the cost of an 
Observatory, and also the right of the City to occupy 
any of the public squares for this purpose. 

In respect to the cost your committee are of opinion 
that it would vary from 2 te $3000, much depending 
upon the disposition of the committee, as to making it 
an ornament to the square; but utility and beauty could 
both be combined for $3000, The principle expense 
will be, the clock, transit and other instruments, the cost 
of which will vary from 3 to $7000, the Jargest sum to 
render them very complete. The whole object may 
be accomplished for $5000 and the extreme cost can- 
not exceed $10,000, so that with the Philosophical So- 
ciety paying one half, this highly important and useful 
object can be obtained for from $2500 to 5000 expen- 
diture from the city Treasury. For the economical and 
useful expenditure of the money, the corporation has a 
certain guarantee in its being done under the direction 
of the large committee on pudlic squares; and in the 
proportion to be paid by the Philosophical Society, 
being the voluntary donations of its members. 

Your committee had supposed that even a doubt 
could not have arisen as to the right of the City to oc- 
cupy one of its public squares, with so valuable an ob- 
ject. As well might a question arise as to its right to 
plant trees and put boxes around them, or to place fire 
plugs within the limits. The city having an undoubted 
righs to the land, both by title and possession; whatev- 
eris placed thereon as a permanent building becomes 
its property, and could only be removed as a public 
nuisance, which is the direct opposite of an Astronomi- 
cal Observatory, it being a public benefit. A quibble 
may be raised on any title, as to the rights and powers 
of the corporation, which may be brought to bear in 
order to defeat the most desirable and important ob- 





The Dividends of the Banks for the last six months | ject; but your committee would suppose, that after 


are unusually heavy. We subjoin an account of them, 


as far as they have been received. We ought perhaps 


granting the right to erect a monument in Washington 
square and the laying of the corner stone thereof, the 


to mention, that only a part of the banks make divi- | question would not now be started as to the right of 
dends in May and November; the others generally | erecting an Observatory, built probably of the same 


divide in January and July. 


Mechanics’ Bank, 6 per cent. 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank, 4 ‘ 
Commercial do 44 °° 
Girard do 4, ¢ 
Kensington, do 5 ‘ 
Southwark do 5 6 
Schuylkill do | 
Western do 3 . 
Manufac. & Mechanics’ do 4 ¢ 
Northern Liberties do 6 s 
Philadelphia do 3 ; 
Farmers’ (Bristol) do 4 ‘ 


Frankford and Bristol Road, $1 pr. share. 


U. S. Gazette. 


Mitton May 2. 


material as the monument will be, of equal foundations 
and not of as large dimensions, 

Your committee have also had referred to them, a re- 
vocation from four watch makers, of their former docu- 
ment in relation to the Observatory, and cannot but 
regret that after having had this subject under their 
care, by ordinance since 1833, without accomplishing 
any beneficial advantage to the City time; that sucha 
mode should have been adopted to defeat an object 
which must furnish special advantage to their mechani- 
cal business. In justice to your committee it is right to 
say, that in the progress of this matter, a particular re- 
gard has been had to the convenience and accommoda- 
tion of the watch-makers, as is shown by the second 
section of the ordinance reported. However, your 
committee understand that the main objection to the 
Rittenhouse square, arises from an apprehension that 


Sxow.—On Monday night and Tuesday morning we | time could not be transferred with sufficient accuracy 


had a considerable fall of snow. 


It lay upon the | from that location to their stores. 


It has always been 


ground in this quarter about 24 inches deep—and in | contemplated that the person having charge of the 


the Muncy hills, we are told, it lay six inches deep.— 
We have now great fears for the litle prospect we hac 
of fruit. 


- 


public clocks, or the city Astronomer should obtain the 


time by one or both of two methods, which we do not 


1835. | 
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hesitate to aver would insure the requisite accuracy.— 
By signal from the Observatory to be made at a stated 
time after meredian, and which might be observed 
with a common telescope by any watch-maker who 


choose to look for it, but which it would be the duty of | 


the individuals before named to observe, in order to 
rate an astronomical clock conveniently situated for ac- 
cess by the watch makers; not by a common watch or 
ordinary chronometer, such as an individual might find 
himself obliged to use to get the time from any part of 
the city to his shop; but by a chronometer such as has 
been made over and over again, and which it would be 
in the power of the committee to procure with the re- 
quisite funds. 

Your committee would further observe, that it was 
the decided opinion of one of our scientific fellow citi- 
zens that the Observatory should be several miles from 
the city; and further, that the London time is obtained 
from the Royal Observatory located at Greenwich, five 
miles below London bridge, and from whence the Eng- 
lish and American mariners reckon their longitude. — 
Your committee think, that the objections of the watch- 
makers to a location in Rittenhouse square falls 
to the ground, and therefore offer the following reso- 
lution. 

That the committee be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the subjects last referred to them. 

RICHARD PRICE, Chairman 
ISAAC ROACH, 
PETER WRIGHT, 
HENRY S. WILLIAMS, 
JOHN RODMAN PAUL, 
DENNIS M’CREEDY. 

Philad. 4th mo. 30, 1835. 


SAVING FUND SOCIETY. 


Report of the Northern Liberties, Kensington and Spring 
Garden Saving Fund Society. 
Read, January 5, 1835. 
To James Tuompson, Esa, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania. 


Sir;—In conformity to an act of the General Assem- 
bly passed the eighth day of April, 1833, incorpora- 
ting the Northern Liberties, Kensington and Spring 
Garden Saving Fund society, and for other purposes, I 


herewith transmit a statement of the number of deposi- | 


tors from the books of the said society, from the 20th 
day of May, 1833, to the first Monday of November, 
1834, to wit: 
Whole number of depositors, four hundred and 
eleven, of whom there are— 
Nineteen not exceeding ten dollars. 
Thirty-nine from ten to twenty dollars. 
Sixty-three from twenty to fifty dollars. 
Seventy-seven from fifty to one hundred dollars. 
Eighty-two from one hundred to two hundred dollars. 
Fifty-five from two hundred to three hundred dollars. 
Seventy-six from three hundred to five hundred dolls, 
WM. WAGNER, President. 


: JONA. TOWNSEND, Treasurer. 
Philad. Dec, 17th, 1834. 


Statement of the Northern Liberties, Kensington and 


Spring Garden Saving Fund Society, to the 1st 
November, 1834. . arith f 


DR. 
To amount received from ; 
depositors, $124,636 80 
Amount of interest allowed 
depositors, 892 12 


——— a 


125,528 92 
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Deduct amount of deposits 
returned and interest paid 








depositors, 53,067 45 
— $72,461 47 
Balance of profit and loss, 1,066 20 
$73,527 67 

CR. 
By the following investments, to wit: 

In bonds and mortgages, $48,850 00 
Loans on public securities, 16,877 15 
Real Estate, 5,612 55 
Cash in bank, 2,187 97 
$73,527 67 








We the subscribers, auditors, appointed by the com- 
missioners of the incorporated districts of the Northern 
Liberties, Kensington and Spring Garden, pursuant te 
an act of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, passed the eighth day of April, 1833, 
entitled ** An act incorporating the Northern Liberties, 
Kensington and Spring Garden Saving Fund society, 
and for other purposes”—having examined the books 
and vouchers of the said institution, have, in conformity 
to the said act, prepared the foregoing statement or 
report of the receipts and expenditures of the said 
society. 

(Signed) 
I. W. NORRIS, 
CHAS. KEEN, 
JOHN H. FRICKE, 
December 17th, 1834. 
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Report of the prothonotary of the District Court of the 
city and county of Philadelphia, relative to the num- 
ber of cases referred in that-court since 30th March, 
1832, under the act of 20th March, 1810, commonly 
known as the Arbitration law. 


Read, January 16, 1835. 


Puritan, Jan, 17, 1835, 
To the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 





| Sir:—In obedience to the following resolution of the 
| House of Representatives, the subjoined report is re- 
spectiully submitted: ‘*Resolved by the House of Repre- 
sentatives, that the Prothonotary of the District court 
for the city and county of Philadelphia, be instructed 
to report to this House, at as early a day as possible, 
the number of cases since 30th March, 1832, referred 
under the act of 20th March, 1810, commonly known 
as the arbitration law, distinguishing the cases in which 
the awards have been final, and those in which appeals 
have been entered, and stating the amount of costs of 
such references as paid on appeals.” 


The number of casessince 30th March, 
1832, referred underact of 20th March, 





1810, in said court, is 2,355 
The number of cases in which the awards - 
have been final, is 946 
The number of cases on which appeals 
have been entered, is 495 
1,411 


The amount of costs of such references 
as paid on appeals, is $13,581 63 





I remain with sentiments of great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN LISLE, 
Prothonotary District court city and county of Phila- 
\ delphia, 
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Report of the Philadelphia Saving Fund Society, 1st 
January, 1835. 


Read, February 16, 1855. 


To the Speaker of the House of Representatives, of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


The subscribers, duly appointed to audit and settle 
the accounts of the Philadelphia Saving Fund Society, 
under the provisions of the third section of the supple- 
ment to the act incorporating the said society, passed 
on the fifteenth day of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty-four, having been duly sworn or af- 
firmed according to law, respectfully Report: 


That in the performance of the duties assigned to 
them, they have diligently and carefully examined and 
audited the books and accounts of the Philadelphia Sa- 
ving Fund society, for the year ending the thirty-first 
day of December, 1834; that they have examined and 
ascertained the amount of certificates of stock, the 
bonds and mortgages, and other evidences of the pro- 
perty and effects of the said society,and agreably there- 
to have made out the subjoined statement, exhibiting 
the situation of the said Philadelphia Saving Fund so- 
ciety, on the first day January, 1835. 


The auditors, in the course of the present, as well as 
of previous examinations made by them, again derive 
great satisfaction in being able to express their opinion 
in favor of the continued good management of the 
Philadelphia Saving Fund Society, and in their renew- 
ed conviction of the safety and advantages it guaran- 
tees to the industrious and frugal, however small their 
means may be, not only of improving their condition, 
but of cherishing a spirit of independence, which is 
the parent of many virtues. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

THOS. P. ROBERTS, 
C. N. BANCKER, 
HENRY TOLAND, 
‘ Auditors. 
Philadelphia, 12th Feb. 1835. 


State of the Philadelphia Saving Fund Society, 1st Janu- 
ary, 1835. 


Dr. 


To amount of deposites to 
1st January, 1834, $4,258,068 96 
Do. do. received in 1834, 457,487 78 








4,715,556 74 
Deduct deposites returned 
to the first January, 
1834, $3,061,471 71 
And deposites . 
returned in 
1834, 550,870 16 
——. ——- 3,621,541 87 
—— $1,094,214 87 





To balance of interest to 
the credit of depositors, 
3ist December, 1834, 

Interest passed to credit 
of depositors this day, 


146,883 36 


42,469 03 

189,352 
20,000 
19,613 








Amount of reserved fund, 
Balance of profit and loss, 








Dr. on the Ist of January, 1835, $1,325,180 78 








Cr, 
By the following investments, viz: 
In mortgages, $827,154 79 
Public stocks, 382,237 18 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


a 
aes 


| pects of business. 














[May 
Loans on public stocks, 44,780 00 
Real estate, 45,183 00 
1,299,334 97 
Balance in bank, 23,845 81 





Cr. on the Ist of January, 1835, $1,323,180 78 





Examined and audited, 
Philadelphia, 12th February, 1835, 
THOS. P. ROBERTS, 
C. N. BANCKER, 
HENRY TOLAND, 








Scnurtxitt Navieation Company.—The unusual 
freshet in the Schuylkill last week, considerably impe- 
ded the navigation for three days, A boat heavily 

| laden sunk in the vicinity of Schuylkill Haven, which 
also temporarily preventing boats from passing. The 
whole line is now in excellent navigable order. Dur- 
ing the week ending the Ist instant, the tolls received 
amounted to $10,183 44. Former report $49,643 54. 
Total this season $59,826 98. 





PHILADELPHIA AND TRENTON RAIL ROAD. 


The travelling on this important work is rapidly in- 
creasing. During the week ending last Friday there 
were T'wenty-seven hundred and twenty-three passengers 
carried upon this road. A survey of the straight turn- 
pike between Trenton and New Brunswick has just 

| been complete previous to the commencement of 
| grading and laying down the rails, in order to complete 
| the chain of communication to New York. From New 
| Brunswick to Newark the road will be completed in all 
this year, and from Newark to Jersey City, it is now 
completed, and 2,500 passengers were carried on it last 
week. Within 15 months from this time, passengers 
will probably be conveyed by this route between Phila- 
delphia and New York, in rour nouns and anatr. A 
large depot 60 by 90 feet is now building by the Phila- 
delphia and Trenton rail road Company at the corner 
of Front and Harrison sireets, Kensington.—Commer- 
| cial Herald. 








From Miners’ Journal; May 2: 
THE WEATHER. 


We have had a long series of cold wet, cloudy, 
damp disagreeable weather. Beyond controversy, a 
more unpleasant spring thus far has not occurred with- 
in memory. On Tuesday the 28th inst, a considerable 
quantity of snow fell, which, however, was rapidly dis- 
solved owing to the torrents of rain which preceded 
and followed it. On Thursday, the sun shone out with 
brilliancy, and the temperature was mild and spring- 
like. This continued tiroughout the day, but yester- 
day morning, (Friday) a change again occurred, the 
weather becoming unsettled, damp and cloudy. 


THE REGISTER. 
PHILADELPHIA, MAY 9, 1835. 
_ 
The Delaware and Atlantic Rail Road Company have 
completed a single track of Road as far as New Lisbon, 
a distance of 14 miles from the Delaware river. The 
road has lately gone into operation with flattering pros- 
It is the intention of the Company 
to continue the Road to the Atlantic, terminating on 


‘the bay shore opposite Long Beach. 









Printed every Saturday morning by WILLIAM F. 
| GEDDES, No. 9 Library street. 

The publication office of the Register has been re- 
| moved from Franklin Place, to No, 61, in the Arcade, 
Western Avenue, up stairs. 


